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Jens Blendstrup · Bombaygryde [Bombay Stew] · 280 pp · Samleren · April 2010

Also by the author: Gud taler ud [God Has His Say] · 148 pp · Samleren · 2004
Jan Sonnergaard · Om atomkrigens betydning for William Funks ungdom [Pertaining to the Repercussions 
of Nuclear War on William Funk’s Youth] · 225 pp · Gyldendal · 2009

“A thing as seldom as an original writer who actually adds to the body of 

Danish literature something that was not there before.”

- Information on the Radiator trilogy

Pertaining to the Repercussions of Nuclear 

War on William Funk’s Youth is at once a 

humourous and shocking collective novel 

about a group of young people who gradu-

ate from high school at the beginning of the 

eighties and who reach adulthood just as the 

Cold War reaches its peak and paranoia and 

insecurity are the order of the day for people 

of all walks of life.

We follow the fates of these very different 

individuals through the eighties landscape of 

punks and squatters, yuppies and drop-outs. 

Sonnergaard focuses on the era’s fascination 

with subculture, new wave and punk rock – 

as well as with vintage champagne, callgirls 

and coke. All of it weaved into accounts of 

atom bombs, nuclear tests in Nevada and 

the Barents Sea, the effects of the bomb, the 

strategy behind its application, Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki, and the fear that it all is going 

to repeat, only this time on full-scale …
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bombay
stew

Leif is 18. One late evening in 1987, he is sit-

ting playing Monopoly with his father Uff’. 

Leif loses. He has lost before without any 

great consequences, but that is not the case 

this evening. The fact is that Leif has drawn 

a free number, absolving him from the re-

quirement to do his national service. But as 

the winner of the Monopoly game, and as the 

family patriarch, Uff’ decides that Leif should 

go into uniform. In fact, he has already rung 

up and enrolled him into the marines on the 

island of Bornholm.

Here begins Jens Blendstrup’s novel about a 

spell as a soldier which could have been his 

own. It is the story of a frail young man who – 

as he puts it – has all his doors open so others 

can feel free to move in. Leif meets all sorts of 

people:  men of honour and swindlers, semi-

psychopaths and potheads, and deranged 

officers who plant ideas that Leif should be 

a sergeant, even though he would rather be 

writing poetry.

It all gets too much for Leif. During an exer-

cise, his platoon meets with an accident. He 

breaks down and is hospitalized in a military 

psychiatric ward. When he is released, he des-

erts. This sends Uff’ off the deep end. So the 

old man has to put on his old uniform and 

report to the captain on Bornholm.

A moving and riotously funny portrayal of 

a vulnerable mind’s brutal encounter with 

adulthood and the world.

Jens Blendstrup, born in 1968, holds a Master in History of Literature and 

History and works as an author, dramatist and singer. 

Jan Sonnergaard (born 1963) made his debut as a writer in 1997 with the 

short-story collection Radiatior [Radiator]. Since then he has published 

several short story collections. Om atomkrigens betydning for William 

Funks ungdom [Pertaining to the Repercussions of Nuclear War on Wil-

liam Funk’s Youth] is his first novel.

Pertaining to
the Repercussions of

Nuclear War on
William Funk’s Youth



Mikael Josephsen · Neden under [Down There] · 200 pp · Gyldendal · March 2010

Down There is a novel about a group of 

people who are, each in their own way, living 

vulnerable lives. The novel is set among ad-

dicts and pushers, dreamers, cynics and lost 

souls who are all trying to hold together the 

fragments of a life and can just about manage 

if they let the past be the past and move on 

towards new dreams – and castles in the air.

They play out their ordinary and, in some 

cases, bizarre lives in an apartment block in 

the Danish city Svendborg. We meet the 

drug addict couple Kim and Heidi and their 

dog Leif, and also look in at Inga’s, with her 

tradesman husband Bent – she overweight, he 

an angler and pipe smoker; they are brought 

face to face with the psychologist Simon and 

buy a dilapidated summer cottage off him. In 

addition, there is Jens, known as Plaice, an al-

coholic who is being gradually reformed, plus 

Helle, a street whore together with Heidi, and 

a successor to her in her relationship with Kim 

when the latter woman passes away after an 

overdose. Around them move a motley gallery 

of secondary characters.

	

Although everything for the most part is di-

sastrous, Mikael Josephsen manages to de-

scribe this purgatory with humour and com-

passion, and in his novel, he presents a very 

accurate picture of why we and our fellow 

countrymen sometimes feel so bad.
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Mikael Josephsen, born in 1961, made his 

debut in 1998 with the poetry collection Ha-

vet under huden [The Sea Under my Skin]. 

The novel Opløb [Homestretch] from 2005 

earned him the National Arts Council’s three-

year scholarship. 
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Josefine Klougart, born 1985, has studied 

History of Literature at the University of 

Århus, is a painter and attends the Danish 

Writers’ School. She is making her debut with 

Stigninger og fald [Rise and Falls] and is a 

powerful new name in Danish literature. 

Josefine Klougart · Stigninger og fald [Rise and Falls] · 176 pp · Rosinante · January 2010

Rise and Falls depicts a childhood in the East 

Jutland region of Mols in the 1980s.  Hard-

working parents, two sisters, Molly the horse, 

and a maternal grandmother in the neigh-

bourhood, are the story’s principal elements. 

But the actual people and events fade, run-

ning like a slender thread through the story, 

which gets its energy from a mood or feeling 

unfolded in a visual language that is joyous 

and playful and branches out associatively. 

This is coupled with a sharp and sensitive eye 

for what is going on between the characters, 

sensed from the level of a child but described 

from an adult perspective. 

There is an overwhelming lyrical conscious-

ness expressing itself throughout this novel. 

One simply feels like reading it out loud to 

enjoy the refined language and the sure sense 

of rhythm and pauses. For example, there is a 

passage where chickens are being butchered 

and where the dance of the hens merges with 

the movement of the branches in autumn, 

which is captured and choreographed in the 

very rhythm of the syntax.

The landscapes around Mols and Svinkløv 

in North Jutland frame the story and form 

a homeland. A homeland which isn’t just a 

point, a dot on a map, but a dimension for 

a childhood; that which forms a person, sea-

sons, makes an imprint.

An unusually beautiful debut from a young 

writer with a huge talent.

“Rise and Falls is an exceptionally beautiful and assured 

debut novel.”

- Politiken on Rise and Falls

“Klougart masters the old-fashioned prose style of 

naturalist lyricism to perfection; her feeling for lan-

guage and her talent as a writer are unmistakeable.”

- Weekendavisen on Rise and Falls



Niels Rohleder (born 1962) is a journalist. From 1987 until 2003, he 

worked at the newspaper Information, where he amongst other things 

covered the fall of the Berlin Wall and made frequent reporting trips to 

East and West Germany. 

Jacob Berner Moe, born 1973, made his debut in 2008 with the novel 

Vandel [Moral Conduct].

Niels Rohleder · Møns Klint i klart vejr [Intelligence of Love] · 320 pp · Rosinante · May 2010 Jacob Berner Moe · Gloria [Gloria] · 250 pp · Gyldendal · April 2010

During a trip to Prague in 1984, the young 

medical student and active social democrat 

Martin Wulff falls in love with the East Ger-

man Julia Richter. The relationship between 

the two grows in intensity and strength dur-

ing Martin’s visit to Julia in the Baltic city of 

Wismar. Martin is in no doubt that Julia loves 

him and that that is the motive for her desire 

to marry him – and not an opportunity for 

her to escape from East Germany.

The Danish Intelligence Services become 

aware of Martin’s many visits east of the Iron 

Curtain and try to recruit him as an agent, 

but Martin just wants his Julia. When Julia’s 

situation in the GDR eventually becomes 

impossible, the two decide to make a daring 

escape attempt across the Baltic. But it goes 

terribly wrong.

25 years later – in May 2010 – Martin Wulff 

is the Social Democratic Party’s main candi-

date as a new Danish Health Minister, until 

he is contacted one day by a tabloid news-

paper, Ekstra Bladet, who say they can prove 

that he worked for the Stasi.

Compelled by circumstances, Martin sets out 

on a journey back to his own repressed past.

A Danish-German love story and thriller from 

the 1980s and the final convulsions of the Cold 

War. 

Gloria’s mother, 38 years old and a prostitute, 

dies under mysterious circumstances during 

a visit to a client in Copenhagen. Aksel and 

Anne-Mette, who have been respite parents 

for Gloria since she was quite young, show up 

for the funeral and this brings them in contact 

with Gloria’s stepfather. He gives them all the 

reasons possible to be worried about Gloria’s 

future. 

To prevent Gloria suffering the same fate as 

her mother, they decide to take care of her. 

Amongst other things, Aksel takes her and 

their six year-old son Villads along to their 

summer cottage on the north coast while his 

wife, a doctor, is at work. 

Aksel is a lawyer and has a strong sense of 

right and wrong. But answers are not so easy 

to come by in Gloria’s company, because 

she is no longer a child; she is an attractive 

woman of seventeen. It is here in the summer 

night that Aksel finds himself drifting out of 

his depth.
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Intelligence
of love



Kaspar C. Nielsen (born 1974) has studied 

Philosophy and holds a Master of Science 

in Business Administration and Philosophy. 

Mount København [Mount Copenhagen] is 

his debut. Kaspar C. Nielsen is a new prospect 

on Danish literature’s experimental stage.

Casper C. Nielsen · Mount København [Mount Copenhagen] · 150 pp · Gyldendal · April 2010
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The mountain Mount Copenhagen is a 3,500 

metre high construction which has been 200 

years in the pipeline. The idea or the motive 

behind the establishment of the mountain is 

unknown; the simple facts are that the state, 

in league with private investors, has funded it 

and that, after a time and in many ways, it 

turns out to be good business. 

In between the descriptions of Mount Copen-

hagen’s climate zones and its flora and fauna, 

a series of stories are told about people living 

on and around the mountain. They all have 

desires and dreams for the future and they 

don’t allow themselves to be restricted by or-

dinary logic and observable facts, or even the 

law of gravity for that matter.

Mount Copenhagen is, in more than one 

sense, an unusually thought-provoking, chal-

lenging and entertaining novel.

Julia Butschkow (born 1978) graduated from the Danish Writers’ School in 

2001, making her debut in 1997 with the poetry collection Lykkekomplex 

[Happiness Complex]. Since then, she has written short prose, drama and, 

in 2004, the novel Lunatia [Lunatia].

Julia Butschkow · Apropos Opa [Apropos Opa] · 202 pp · Samleren · 2009
SOLD TO: Norway

A riveting novel about a young woman try-

ing to uncover her family’s traumatic history. 

The nameless narrator in Julia Butschkow’s 

novel could well be the author herself. She 

has dropped out of university suffering from 

severe anxiety attacks, but has now found a 

way to cope, working at a watchmaker’s at 

Copenhagen Central Station. Her mother is 

out finding herself somewhere in Asia, and 

her German father – a child of the radical 

Sixties and an inveterate womanizer – feels 

little responsibility for her. The narrator’s anxi-

ety is oddly entangled with her grandfather’s 

story. From childhood journeys to Berlin she 

remembers him as an authoritative and im-

posing man. But her father never answers her 

questions about what Opa did during the war. 

One day, her German cousin steps in to the 

watchmaker’s shop and tells her that their 

grandfather was in the SS. While her grand-

father is on his deathbed, the narrator follows 

the lead and tries to uncover the Butschkow

family’s past. Her investigation leads gen-

erations back, to Chelmno, one of the worst 

death camps in the Third Reich. This is an 

unusually strong and gripping miniature fam-

ily saga, a literary accomplishment that has 

become the author’s well deserved break-

through.

”It is a traumatic story, Julia Butschkow brings up.

But she does it supremely, with a sure sense of style.”

- Berlingske Tidende on Apropos Opa

apropos
opa



A Tall 
Tale 

about 
Erkan

2
3	

G
Y

LD
EN

D
A

L 
/ 

FI
C

T
IO

N

Karsten Lund · Skrønen om Erkan [A Tall Tale about Erkan] · 329 pp · Gyldendal · February 2010

Also by the author: Den Amerikanske Sømand [The American Sailor] · 325 pp · Gyldendal · 2007
SOLD TO: Norway, France

A Tall Tale about Erkan is a yarn about Erkan, 

a Turk who comes to Denmark in the 60s 

from Turkey, where he has put a tragic family 

story behind him.

Erkan is an enterprising man, never sorry 

about having something to do, and he settles 

in well in the town of Esbjerg.  He acquires 

a greengrocery, then a hotel, gets a lot of 

people working for him and learns to hold his 

own among the locals, who in the beginning 

frown upon him and are no innocents when it 

comes to harassing him.  But everything goes 

well for him; he gradually becomes a prosper-

ous man, partly because paying taxes and the 

other premises the welfare state is built upon 

don’t really mean much to him, but he man-

ages to get by without coming into any con-

flict worth mentioning with the law.

Erkan is marked by a family tragedy - he lost 

his wife and small child when an enemy of 

him and his family exploded a bomb in a ba-

zaar – a tragedy which continues to plague 

him, and finally, after many years of waiting 

patiently, he succeeds in getting the opportu-

nity to take his revenge. 

Karsten Lund, born in 1954, is a TV journal-

ist; he is also the author of some well-written, 

highly entertaining novels, including Månen 

over St. Croix [Moon over St. Croix], Men-

neskesmugler [People Trafficker] and his 

latest novel, Den amerikanske sømand [The 

American Sailor], which earned him the 

French literature prize, Gens de Mer.



Katrine Grünfeld (born 1968) holds a Master in Psychology and Litera-

ture.  She made her debut in 2008 with the novel Mindre pletter [Minor 

Blemishes].

Søren Jessen is born in 1963 in Sønderborg. He is a car-

toonist and illustrator with a multitude of comic serials, 

book illustrations and book covers behind him. He made his 

debut as a children’s author in 1990.  In 2000, he wrote his 

first novel for adults, Zambesi  [Zambezi], for which he was 

awarded the Debutant Prize.  

Katrine Grünfeld · Sommerferie [Summer Holiday] · 118 pp · Gyldendal · March 2010

Also by the author: Mindre pletter [Minor Blemishes] · 208 pp · Gyldendal · 2008 Søren Jessen · Vildnisset [The Wilderness] · 300 pp · Gyldendal  · March 2010

Johanne, her husband Jakob and their three 

children are, as always, off to their cottage on 

Fanø to spend their holidays there. Johanne 

inherited the house from her grandmother. 

She has spent all her summer holidays there 

since her childhood, and this summer every-

thing is progressing as usual, with the beach 

life, lounging around, socializing and chatting, 

but with the one exception that Johanne, af-

ter a very liquid Midsummer party, goes off 

with a stranger. She sneaks unnoticed back in 

to her family in the morning, but Jakob still 

has a sense of what has happened. Johanne 

regrets what she has done and doesn’t really 

know why she has been unfaithful to Jakob, as 

the affair means nothing to her. It was a mo-

ment of excitement, nothing else, so when Ja-

kob announces at the end of the holiday that 

he is not going home with them, but moving 

somewhere on his own, Johanne’s world falls 

apart. 

Summer Holiday is a novel about marriage, 

portraying a well-functioning middle-class 

couple where one person’s urge for excite-

ment becomes fatal. 

The Wilderness is a bittersweet story from 

the 1970s about a boy, Jens, moving with his 

family from Sønderborg to Tørring. His father, 

who works for a large ice-cream producer, is 

promoted to Area Manager, and suddenly the 

family can afford a large detached house. A 

castle, as his father says. It is here that the 

grand, chrome-plated family life is supposed 

to unfold, with street parties and extension 

projects. It also goes very well for Jens who 

quickly finds a pal in Torben, with whom he 

builds caves and plays Tarzan. But for Jens’ 

parents it doesn’t go quite so well – his father 

spends too much time in “The Wilderness” 

and tries to hide the smell of beer by chew-

ing dried cloves. The atmosphere between the 

parents is tense, to put it mildly, and it doesn’t 

help when Mum is elected “Miss Street Party”.

Jens tries with all his might to keep his fragile 

family together. But his loyalties are divided:  

Should he keep his father’s secret about a bit 

on the side in Vildbjerg? Should he show soli-

darity with his mother? How much should he 

stick with Torben, who is maybe a little too 

uncool, in preference to the other boys? Not 

to mention his big sister Marianne. To get his 

days to hang together, Jens has to split his life 

into reality and fantasy. 
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Jette A. Kaarsbøl (born 1961) burst onto the Danish literary scene in 2003 

with Den lukkede bog [The Closed Book], for which she received the Dan-

ish Book Award. The Closed Book has sold more than 150,000 copies in 

Denmark and was sold to several countries. 

Jette A. Kaarsbøl · Din næstes hus [Thy Neighbour’s House] ·  400 pp · Gyldendal · 2009
Sold to: Sweden, Norway

Also by the author: Den lukkede bog [The Closed Book] · 535 pp · Gyldendal · 2003
Sold to: Sweden, Norway, Finland, Estonia, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Israel

On the surface, Laus Lindborg leads an exciting 

bachelor life running his own firm of archi-

tects, with good friends and several women. 

Nonetheless he senses a growing emptiness 

culminating with the death of his father. Laus 

is an only child who lost his mother as a small 

boy and grew up with his father, an egocen-

tric dreamer whose own career as an architect 

ran into the sand, leaving him embittered and 

introspective. The only project Laus’ father 

completed lies in the village of Store Rand-

ing, and Laus decides that his father should 

be buried there.

Laus settles temporarily in Store Randing 

where he spends most of his time in the com-

pany of Stig, the village priest, whose many 

obvious qualities he admires and is fascinated 

by. Gradually they become friends, yet theirs 

is a highly competitive relationship between 

two opposing personalities. Laus’ visits to the 

rectory become more frequent. He uses the 

internet connection and the washing ma-

chine. But the real attraction is Stig’s beautiful 

and much younger wife, Alma.
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Thy Neighbour’s 
House

it
happened

It Happened is a novel about a young woman 

who tries to pick herself up again after her 

husband’s death and about the blossoming 

sexuality of childhood and very early adoles-

cence.

After the death of her husband Anders, He-

lene tries to get her life back on track bit by 

bit. She leaves her three children at home 

and travels to Fanø, where she lives alone in 

a house and slowly begins to resume contact 

with other people. 

At the same time, we follow Helene as an ad-

olescent girl, the daughter of a single mother, 

following her budding sexuality and the ex-

periments she ventures out into, preferably in 

the company of men considerably older than 

herself. 

It Happened is also a novel about life and 

death, sorrow and desire, and about having 

been laid low and returning to life.  The sto-

ry is told very calmly and low-key, but with 

great seriousness and earnest understanding 

of how cruelly life can treat a human being. 

Marina Cecilie Rone made her debut in 1990 with the short story col-

lection Ud af et skød [Out of a womb], which attracted great attention 

because of its depictions of children’s early sexuality. Her previous novel 

N.I.M.B.Y. (Not in My Backyard), about what happens to a family when 

one of its members is struck down by a life-threatening illness, was nomi-

nated for Danske Bank’s Literature Prize 2008. 

“A very beautiful and unaffected novel” 

- Berlingske Tidende on N.I.M.B.Y. 

Marina Cecilie Rone · Det skete [It Happened] · 176 pp · Gyldendal · February 2010
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Hildegard is a literary fantasy building on the 

life of Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179), one 

of the most influential women of the Middle 

Ages, a nun, composer, physician, writer and 

mystic. Hildegard was born the tenth child of 

a noble family, and as tradition among Ger-

man nobility decreed, the tenth child was 

destined to a life in the service of the church.

Even at the age of three, Hildegard began to 

receive visions, but realising that they were 

unique to herself and unseen by those around 

her, she kept them secret for years. At the age 

of eight, Hildegard was given over to Jutta of 

Sponheim who lived in a hermitage close to 

the Benedictine monastery at Disibodenberg. 

With time, the hermitage grew into a monas-

tery of nuns, and when Jutta died, Hildegard 

became abbess.

Hildegard of Bingen suffered from anxiety 

throughout her life. Her condition improved 

when she was given the opportunity to ex-

press herself in words and song. Ever the 

headstrong doubter, she wavered between 

believing that God spoke directly to her and 

that the Devil encouraged her to go against 

all rules. As such, Hildegard’s own story tran-

scends her writings and offers a subtle por-

trait of a woman who continues to fascinate 

across centuries and who in her work con-

fronts head-on the great existential themes: 

belief, doubt, call and renunciation.

Maria Helleberg (born 1956) is one of the most widely read and loved au-

thors in Denmark. Her historical novels in particular have won the hearts 

of many readers, but her oeuvre also includes books for children and 

young adults, travel accounts, biographies and realistic novels of contem-

porary life. In 2007 she published Dagmar [Dagmar], about the dramatic life 

of Dagmar, Dowager empress of Russia.

Anne Lise Marstrand-Jørgensen (born 1971) received the coveted Danish 

Art Council’s three year scholarship in 2006. Her latest novels are: Det vi 

ved [What We Know] (2004), Konventioner [Conventions] (2000) and 

Ingen [No One] in 2008. The author is currently writing her second novel 

about Hildegard of Bingen. 

Maria Helleberg · Engelshjerte [Angel Heart] · 300 pp · Samleren · May 2010

Also by this author: Alberto [Alberto] · 382 pp · Samleren · 2006
Sold to: The Netherlands, Lithuania

Anne Lise Marstrand-Jørgensen · Hildegard [Hildegard] · 400 pp · Gyldendal · 2009
Sold to: Italy

Angel Heart is a novel about Anna Sophie 

Reventlow, who first becomes the morganatic 

wife and later full wife of King Frederick IV. 

The novel begins in 1742, the year before 

Anna Sophie’s death. She has been banished 

to Clausholm Castle near Randers in Jutland 

and is looking back on her life:

Anna Sophie meets King Frederick IV at a 

masked ball at Koldinghus in 1711 where they 

fall in love. The following year, the King carries 

her off in dramatic fashion and marries her 

with his left hand, as he is already married to 

Queen Louise. When Louise dies in 1721, the 

King marries Anna Sophie with his right hand 

and she receives the title of Queen. Frederick 

and Anna Sophie have six children together, 

but none survives their first year. 

With her brilliant grasp of substance and nar-

rative, Maria Helleberg describes the couple’s 

tragic love. She is his Angel Heart, but she can-

not bear him an heir. And when Frederick dies 

in 1730, she is banished by her stepson.

As her life’s last adventure, she breaks house 

arrest and goes to Copenhagen. Along the 

way, she is joined by a grumpy old man who 

sits at the manor house of Tersløsegaard, fret-

ting about the clanging church bells: the old 

master Ludvig Holberg.

	

A book about the great love. The queen of the 

historical novel is back with a splendid royal 

drama.
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Leonora Christina Skov · Silhuet af en synder [Silhouette of a Sinner] · 320 pp · Rosinante · March 2010

Set in rural Denmark during World War II, Sil-

houette of a Sinner revives Danish gothic sto-

rytelling in the grand tradition of Karen Blixen. 

It is a spellbinding tale of how a noble family, 

torn apart for generations by repressed desire, 

forbidden love, madness, and suicide finally 

heals its wounds.

The magnificent countryside estate Liljen-

holm House was once the home of reclusive 

author Antonia von Liljenholm and her trou-

bled daughter Nella. Now it is inhabited only 

by the dead.

One cold November day in 1941, Nella re-

turns to the crumbling house for the first time 

in years. Along with her is a stranger from 

Copenhagen, haunted by the mystery of her 

past. Together they discover that even though 

all families have secrets, the Liljenholm family 

has more than most. Inside its walls and be-

neath its floorboards Liljenholm House hides 

a chilling secret that touches them both - and 

ultimately sets them free.

Silhoutte of a Sinner is a superbly entertain-

ing psychological thriller full of surprising 

twists and turns that keeps the reader in its 

grip until its horrific final page. 

Silhouette
of a Sinner

Leonora Christina Skov (born 1976) has 

previously published the critically acclaimed 

novels Rygsvømmeren [Backstroke] and 

Champagnepigen [The Good-Time Girl]. She 

is also noted for her biting literary criticism 

and razor-sharp columns for the preeminent 

weekly newspaper Weekendavisen. Leonora 

Christina Skov holds a Master of Science in 

comparative literature and has written exten-

sively on Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.

“Leonora Christina Skov has conjured up an elegantly composed, short, tense psychological thriller, fully in 

control of both language and story, which at a deeper level investigates issues of guilt and responsibility.” 

- Politiken on The Good-Time Girl
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Josefine Ottesen (born 1956) is one of Den-

mark’s most popular authors of fantastic stories. 

She has written a large number of books for 

children and young adults, including the inter-

national success Eventyret om fjeren og rosen 

[The Tale of the Feather and the Rose]. In 2008 

she was awarded the Ministry of Culture’s chil-

dren’s book prize for Golak, [Golak]. the first 

volume in the dystopian novel trilogy Det døde 

land [The Dead Land].

Josefine Ottesen · Krystalhjertet – Historien om Mira [The Mira Chronicles] · 500 pp · Høst & Søn · May 2010
Sold to: Norway

As the daughter of the king’s librarian, Mira 

was born into the ruling class of the country 

of Dakya. It is true that her father’s family 

belongs to the despised Truva people but her 

mother’s line is much more powerful.  Mira’s 

maternal grandfather is none other than the 

Grand Master of the Order of Vargas which for 

generations has defended the country against 

its enemies, both external and internal.

Peace has reigned for many years but, when 

the old king dies, his son wants to settle ac-

counts with the Truva and restore the coun-

try to what he regards as its earlier glory.  

Rumours and slander flourish while ancient 

demonic powers, which everyone believed 

had been laid to rest long ago, begin to stir 

themselves.  

With her mixed blood, Mira finds herself at 

the centre of the erupting conflict – and even 

though she hopes she can avoid taking sides, 

she soon becomes a victim of and witness to 

evil and suffering on a scale she had never 

thought possible, and she must acknowledge 

that her innate abilities as a master of de-

mons place an obligation on her.

In a world where it is again becoming increas-

ingly “legitimate” to accuse and persecute 

people not for what they have done, but for 

who they are, The Mira Chronicles are more 

relevant and topical than ever.

The Rosinante publishing house has assem-

bled the critically acclaimed Mira Chronicles 

in a thoroughly revised and freshly edited col-

lected edition aimed at adult readers. Within 

the adventurous setting of the fantasy novel, 

Josefine Ottesen here writes about the abyss 

which opens up when people begin to distrust 

and demonise each other.

“The Mira Chronicles is a tremendous adventure about evil on every level.  Narrated with high en-

ergy, magnificent scenery and an unceasing inventiveness.”

- Politiken on The Mira Chronicles

The Mira 
Chronicles
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Liselotte & Søren Hammer · Svinehunde [The Beast Within] · 416 pp · Gyldendal · March 2010
Sold to: USA, UK, Germany, France, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Iceland, Russia, 
Poland, Greece, Japan, Turkey Liselotte & Søren Hammer · Alting har sin pris [A Price for Everything] · 350 pp · Gyldendal · September 2010

One early Monday morning before school 

begins, two children make a gruesome discov-

ery: In the school’s gymnasium, they find the 

bodies of five naked and heavily disfigured 

men, who are hanging with mathematical 

precision from the gymnasium ceiling. It looks 

for the most part like a public execution. For 

Detective Chief Superintendent Konrad Si-

monsen and his team from the Murder Squad 

in Copenhagen, the case is a puzzle.

As the disfigured men are gradually identified, 

Simonsen realises that the motive behind the 

murders is regular vigilantism and that the 

victims are all paedophiles so, despite already 

having an awful relationship with the press, he 

tries to put a lid on the case to prevent the sen-

sationalist press whipping up public opinion. 

But without success. Behind the bestial killings, 

there is a small group of “avengers”, all victims 

of paedophile attacks. In a carefully orchestra

ted campaign, the group feed the press as well 

as the public with emails, newspaper advertise-

ments and video recordings of the executions, 

with the goal of directing attention to the mild 

sentencing practice towards paedophiles. And 

neither the press nor the politicians are slow 

in following the demands from the court of 

public opinion for heavier punishment. When 

yet another spectacular murder is committed, 

Konrad Simonsen comes under pressure from 

all sides, not least when he receives photos of 

his daughter Anna Mia, sent by the now de-

ceased Per Clausen.

The Beast Within is an effective crime story 

about taking the law into one’s own hands, a 

tale of manipulation and demagoguery.

“There’s a price for everything.” Thus begins 

the second instalment of Hammer & Ham-

mer’s explosive new crime series featur-

ing Copenhagen police investigator Konrad 

Simonsen, a sentence that simultaneously 

strikes the theme of this nerve-wrenching 

follow-up to Svinehunde [The Beast Within]. 

Following a sensational opener in which the 

German Chancellor stumbles upon the corpse 

of a young woman while on a fact-finding 

trip to Greenland’s ice-cap, Konrad Simonsen 

is dispatched to the Arctic to sort things out. 

The woman, Maryann Nygård, turns out to 

have been murdered a quarter of a century 

before, and for Simon, the killer’s MO brings 

back memories of a previous case, memories 

he’d rather be without. Not only are there 

remarkable similarities between the two 

victims and the manner in which they were 

killed, this new case moreover provides in-

contestable evidence that Simon’s previous 

main suspect was innocent. Small comfort in 

view of the fact that he committed suicide 

ten years previously, just as he was about to 

be detained. 

The realisation that he drove an innocent 

man to his death deals another blow to the 

hardened policeman’s already failing health. 

Prompted by the similarities between the two 

murders, Simon and his team start probing 

into other cases in which women of the same 

age and appearance have been reported miss-

ing, only to discover that the case reaches far 

wider than they had ever imagined. 

a price for 
everything

Liselotte and Søren Hammer are brother and sister. Svinehunde [The 

Beast Within] is the first volume of a new, planned series about Detective 

Chief Superintendent Konrad Simonsen and his team from the Murder 

Squad. Even before Danish publication the first two volumes of the series 

were sold to 16 countries.
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The beast 
within

Liselotte and Søren Hammer

alting har 
sin pris



3
7	

R
O

SI
N

A
N

T
E&

C
O

 /
 C

R
IM

E 
FI

C
T

IO
N

Julie Hastrup · En torn i øjet [Until you Perish] · 344 pp · Rosinante · 2009 Julie Hastrup · Det blinde punkt [Blind Spot] · 320 pp · Rosinante · September 2010

Until You Perish hit the Danish bestseller 

lists right after publication. The convincing 

and thrilling crime debut sold over 20.000 

copies, and now have a lot of readers yearn-

ing for more. The books about police detec-

tive Rebekka Holm form a new Danish crime 

series in the line of Camilla Läckberg and Liza 

Marklund.

A young girl is murdered on a warm summer 

night, not far from her home in small town 

Denmark. A local thug, Alex, is picked up on 

suspicion. But was he really involved? And 

was the murdered girl really as ordinary as 

her parents suggest?

Rebekka Holm of the Mobile Task Force is 

sent to Ringkøbing to assist local police in 

their investigation. Hailing from the town 

herself, and having left in the wake of trau-

ma, Rebekka is anxious about her return.

Rebekka’s past catches up with her at the 

same time as she meets resistance from 

those she has been sent to assist. But the 

deeper she digs, the more questions she un-

earths, and as the investigation progresses, 

remarkable parallels emerge with a murder 

committed twenty years before.

Social worker Kissi Schack is found murdered 

at Kastellet, a Copenhagen park and former 

medieval fortification, still used by the mili-

tary. Her face is smashed beyond recognition, 

her body pushed over the ramparts and con-

cealed by the tall grass, only to be discovered 

when one of the park’s gardeners runs her 

over in a John Deere tractor.

As a spokesperson for ethnic women on the 

run from violent spouses, Kissi Schack was a 

well-known figure in the press and news of 

her death comes as a shock to many. Kissi was 

popular, both in her private life and at work. 

Or was she? Rebekka Holm is assigned to the 

case with her new sidekick, Iraqi investiga-

tor Reza Aghajan, and slowly but surely they 

begin to approach the truth. Kissi Schack’s 

life turns out to have been far from as rosy 

as most believed. There were constant death 

threats, and gradually it begins to dawn on 

Rebekka and Reza that envy and hatred lurk 

among even her closest colleagues and mem-

bers of her own family.

UNTIL YOU
PERISH

BLIND
SPOT
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Julie Hastrup (born 1968) worked as a television 

journalist before publishing her debut novel En 

torn i øjet [Until You Perish] in 2009, the first 

volume in a new series of Danish crime thrillers 

featuring Rebekka Holm.

Julie Hastrup

det blinde
punkt



Christian Dorph & Simon Pasternak · Afgrundens rand [The Edge of the Abyss] · 409 pp · Gyldendal · 2007
Sold to: Sweden, Norway, Germany, TurkeyChristian Dorph & Simon Pasternak · Jeg er ikke her [I’m Not Here] · 350 pp · Gyldendal · August 2010
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I’M NOT
HERE

THE EDGE
OF THE ABYSS

The novel opens one summer night in 1985. 

The divinely beautiful Rikke Bülow is discov-

ered murdered and sexually abused in a hex-

agonal, exclusively furnished room in an enor-

mous, uninhabited apartment in Copenhagen. 

The only clue is her diary. 

It quickly becomes clear that Rikke has been 

living several lives and the tracks lead off in 

many directions. Towards a flamboyant, Arab 

playboy with connections to terror networks, 

who was seen with her on the night of the 

murder. Towards her official boyfriend – the 

vanished, mentally ill lyricist, Martin Sommer. 

Towards her autistic younger brother, Rasmus. 

And towards a demonic shadowy figure with 

the alias The Leopard, who has had a fright-

ening influence on Martin, Rasmus and Rikke 

and enticed them into a web of lies, extreme 

sexual games – and terrorism.  

The investigators, Erik Rohde, Anita Jensen 

and Ole Larsen, have to delve deep into the 

psychotic personality and dark ’80s lyricism 

to solve the riddle and the story pulls on 

threads both to a traumatic childhood experi-

ence in Skåne and to the chaotic, bloody civil 

war in Beirut. 

I’m Not Here is a crime chronicle on the dark-

ness of the ’80s, when a whole generation 

stood outside the political and moral (self-)

confidence of the ’70s and lost their way 

in the labyrinths of the night and the city. 

Where identities become fluid and pushed 

to extremes in sexual role plays and flirting 

with death, psychosis and art.  It is also a story 

about getting fatally lost in one’s own mind. 

The Edge of the Abyss (2007) is a crime novel 

about Denmark in a financial and psychologi-

cal crisis: The Cold War has flared up, the gross 

national income is dropping, there is an oil 

crisis, it’s freezing and everyone’s on the verge 

of a break down.

Copenhagen, Sunday in October 1979. Knud 

Heinesen, the Minister of Finance, throws in 

the towel and announces on television that 

in economic terms we are on “the edge of 

an abyss”. Later that evening, an extremely 

wealthy contractor, Keld Borch, is found with 

his stomach slashed open and his entrails 

torn out, lying on top of a slender 8-10 years 

old Turkish boy in a sauna in a Copenhagen 

gay bar. Three police officers assigned to the 

case, Ole Larsen, Anita Jensen and Erik Rhode, 

meet at the scene of the crime after a disas

trously distressing day.

The autopsy indicates a connection to Green-

landic murder rituals, but the investigation 

reveals several other possible connections: Tur

kish people smuggling, a ring of paedophiles 

and a circle of writers, who had an internal row 

just after the Second World War. Erik Rohde 

is sent behind the Iron Curtain to question 

a person, who might be able to disclose the 

motive behind the murder. He ends up, how-

ever, as a player in a large scale political dra-

ma, which places the homicide department 

in a dangerous dilemma: Should they solve 

the case and bring down some of the most 

powerful men in the country, hereby risking 

the national security of Denmark?

“Beautiful, towering crime story architecture ... excellent.” 

- Weekendavisen about The Edge of the Abyss

“With The Edge of the Abyss, the fluent authorial partnership of Dorph and Pasternak has captured the title 

of Masters of the Danish Crime Story.”  

- Ekstra Bladet about The Edge of the Abyss

Christian Dorph, born in 1966, and Simon Pasternak, born in 1971, began 

their partnership with the praised Om et øjeblik i himlen [In a Moment in 

Heaven] in 2005, followed by Afgrundens rand [The Edge of the Abyss] 

in 2007. Christian Dorph has studied at the Danish Writer’s School and 

Simon Pasternak works as an editor in a major publishing house. Jeg er 

ikke her [I’m Not Here] is the third novel in the series.



Susanne Staun (born 1957) has published 

numerous novels. Her major popular break-

through occurred with her series of crime 

novels featuring Fanny Fiske. Before I Die is 

the fifth in the series.

Susanne Staun · Før jeg dør [Before I Die] · 280 pp · Gyldendal · January 2010

After three weeks in a coma at London’s 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Dr. Fanny Fiske re-

luctantly comes round only to ascertain that 

she is still an ageing eccentric, only now minus 

her spleen, surgically removed following a knife 

attack at Tottenham Court Road station. 

She soon feels compelled to make a quick re-

covery when childhood friend Nina Lacoppidan 

receives death threats and asks for her help. 

With the recruitment of medico-legal expert 

Lisa Selander and public prosecutor Polly-Jean 

Harvey, an old girls clique is reunited. Arriving 

at Lacoppidan’s Danish home, however, the 

three discover they are too late: their old girl-

friend has been strangled with a rope of straw 

in an underpass running through her property. 

my girls
Following an unpleasant experience involving 

unrequited love and an otherwise succesful 

facelift, Dr. Fanny Fiske is back in her house 

in Cornwell only to find herself in the middle 

of a spate of burglaries and a seeming plague 

of dogs. She also discovers that no-one really 

has time for her, neither detective inspector 

Sam Berkowic, who is tied up with a series 

of prostitute murders, nor pathologist Lisa  

Selander who is busy looking after public 

prosecutor P. J. Harvey, who is sick, and per-

forming obductions on the murdered prosti-

tutes - not to mention the dogs from Fan-

ny’s neighbourhood who suddenly turn up 

killed. Last but not least, Fanny is astonished 

to learn that she herself is mixed up in the 

prostitute murders. Items of her personal be-

longings - as well as those of Lisa Selander 

- are showing up in the preliminary investi-

gations, linking her to the bodies. Mysterious 

phonecalls immediately prior to the murders 

strengthen the link. Fanny has no idea what 

is going on and would much rather be spend-

ing time pursuing her intimate relationships 

on the internet. But then she receives a pho-

tograph in the mail …

”Not for a second does Staun lose her thread or

approach the tiresome in this femi-thriller from hell. The 

culmination is a total reading experience, Staun’s pulp-

ish panache beats hands down the conformist banalities 

of most crime thrillers these days”

- Berlingske Tidende on My Girls
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Susanne Staun · Mine piger [My Girls] · 250 pp · Gyldendal · 2008
Sold to: Iceland



Anders Olesen · Placebo [Placebo] · 320 pp · Gyldendal · February 2010

Placebo is an action-packed crime story, set 

in the milieu around a psychiatric ward at a 

mid-Zealand hospital where the psychiatrist 

Maria, wheelchair bound after being struck 

by polio as a child, works. Her disability does 

not hold her back - she refuses to let people 

make excessive allowance for it, goes rallying 

in a converted car and takes the lovers she de-

sires; most recently her colleague Jørgen, who 

is suddenly found dead, apparently drowned, 

under a jetty in Søndersø.

The police do not know if Jørgen’s death 

is suicide or an accident, but Maria has an 

uncomfortable feeling, not least because 

Jørgen’s maladjusted brother Alex also died 

under mysterious circumstances while he was 

hospitalized in her ward.

Maria discovers that Jørgen had been trying to 

get to the bottom of his brother’s death, which 

was perhaps linked to a trial with a new type 

of miracle medicine for psychiatric patients. 

She is soon deeply involved in a case which 

gets more and more murky. It will not go away 

quietly. Maria finds herself increasingly out 

of her depth in an unequal struggle with the 

consultant psychiatrist, who holds her career 

in the palm of his hand, a pharmaceutical jug-

gernaut with a billion dollar business and a Pol-

ish hitman. Not to mention Jonas, the rather 

too dishy colleague who unfortunately totally 

lacks Maria’s determination.
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Anders Olesen was born in 1949 and is a quali-

fied doctor. He has mainly worked in psychiatric 

hospital wards, which is also where Placebo is set.  

Placebo is his first novel.
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Kim Leine

Kalak

[Kalak]

Gyldendal 2007

Lars Frost

Ubevidst rødgang

[Jaywalking]

Gyldendal 2008

Dy Plambeck

Texas’ rose

[Texas’ Rose]

Gyldendal 2008

Christina Hesselholdt

Camilla and the Horse 

[Camilla and the Horse]

Rosinante 2008

Peter Høeg

Frøken Smillas fornem-

melse for sne

[Miss Smilla’s Feeling for 

Snow]

Rosinante 1992

Naja Marie Aidt

Bavian

[Baboon]

Gyldendal 2006

Jette A. Kaarsbøl

Den lukkede bog

[The Closed Book]

Gyldendal 2003

Jens Smærup

Sørensen

Mærkedage

[Red-Letter Days]

Gyldendal 2007

Adda Djørup

Den mindste modstand 

[The Slightest Resistance]

Samleren 2009

Henriette E. Møller

Jelne

[Jelne]

Gyldendal 2007

Signe Schlictkrull

Fogeden

[The Bailiff]

Samleren 2009

Thomas Thorhauge

Come Home

[Come Home]

Rosinante 2009

Hanne Richardt Beck

Om så det gælder

[At Any Cost]

Gyldendal 2007

Helle Helle

Ned til hundene

[Down to the Dogs]

Samleren 2008

Hanne-Vibeke Holst

Dronningeofret

[The Queen Sacrifice]

Gyldendal 2008

Lars Husum

Mit venskab med Jesus Kristus

[My Friendship with Jesus Christ]

Gyldendal 2008

Keep an eye out for… GREAT DANES



Suzanne Brøgger

Jadekatten

[The Jade Cat]

Gyldendal 1997

Inger Christensen 

Sommerfugledalen

[Butterfly Valley]

Gyldendal 1991

Ib Michael 

Vanillepigen

[The Vanilla Girl]

Gyldendal 1991

Jan Sonnergaard

Radiator

[Radiator]

Gyldendal 1997

Bjarne Reuter

Løgnhalsen fra Umbrien

[The Liar from Umbria]

Gyldendal 2004

Morten Ramsland 

Hundehoved

[Doghead]

Rosinante 2005

Kirsten Thorup

Bonsai

[Bonsai]

Gyldendal 2000

Pia Tafdrup

Tarkovskijs heste

[Tarkovskij’s Horses]

Gyldendal 2006

Tom Kristensen

Hærværk

[Havoc]

Gyldendal 1930

Karen Blixen

Babettes gæstebud

[Babette’s Feast]

Gyldendal 1952

Tove Ditlevsen

Barndommens gade

[Street of Childhood]

Gyldendal 1943

Henrik Pontoppidan

Lykke-Per

[Lucky Per]

Gyldendal 1898-1904

Johannes V. Jensen

Kongens fald

[The Fall of the King]

Gyldendal 1900

Klaus Rifbjerg

Den kroniske uskyld

[Chronic Innocence]

Gyldendal 1958

Hans Scherfig

Det forsømte forår

[Stolen Spring]

Gyldendal 1940

Thorkild Hansen

Det lykkelige Arabien 

[Felix Arabia]

Gyldendal 1962

4
7	

M
odern





 C

lassics





4
6	

C
LA

SS
IC

S

classics Modern Classics



Gyldendal Group Agency

Klareboderne 3
DK 1001 Copenhagen K
Denmark
Phone: + 45 33 75 55 55
Fax: + 45 33 75 56 57

Sofie Wanting Hassing
(On maternity leave)

Sofie Voller
(On maternity leave)

Karen Vad Bruun
Phone:  +45 33 75 57 48 
E-mail: karen_bruun@gyldendalgroupagency.dk

Katrine Bech Taxholm
(Temporary)
Phone: + 45 33 75 57 61
E-mail: katrine_taxholm@gyldendalgroupagency.dk

Stine Bohn Caspersen
(Temporary)
Phone: + 45 33 75 57 74
E-mail: stine_bohn_caspersen@gyldendalgroupagency.dk

Gyldendal Group Agency represents rights for: 
Forum · Gyldendal · Rosinante · Samleren

PHOTO:  Anders Hviid, Line Thit Klein, Sofie Amalie Klougart, Lars Gundersen, Morten Holtum, 
Kim Høgh Mikkelsen, Carsten Reenberg, Thomas Knoop, Isak Hoffmeyer, Robin Skjoldborg, Si-
mon Klein Knudsen, Poul Rasmussen, Tina Brok Hansen.

DESIGN & LAYOUT: Peter Kræmmer / www.pedek.dk
 
PRINT: Narayana Press

notes



Jesper Wung-Sung · William Heinesen 

Aase Scmidt · Henning Mortensen 

Camilla Stockmann · Mette Thomsen 

Anders Bodelsen · Maria Helleberg

Juliane Preisler · Jette Drewsen 

Robert Zola Christensen · Ida Tin 

Villy Sørensen · Birgit Strandbygaard 

Peder Frederik Jensen · Niels Lyngsø 

Johannes V. Jensen · Thorkild Hansen · Jette Kjærboe · Karsten Lund · Lars Skinnebach

spring / 2010
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Katrine Grünfeld · Christina Hesselholdt · Julie Hastrup · Christina Hagen · Martin Østergaard-Nielsen 
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Thorkild Hansen · Dy Plambeck · Ib Michael · Knud Heinesen · Thomas Thorhauge · Dorthe De Neergaard 

Henrik Nordbrandt · Jan Sonnergaard · Anne Marie Ejrnæs · Svend Åge Madsen · Mikael Josephsen

Hanne-Marie Svendsen · Lars Frost · Villy Sørensen · Kirsten Holst · Anne-Marie Vedsø Olesen 
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Peter Rønnov-Jessen · Liselotte Hammer · Søren Hammer · Lars Husum · Kim Leine · Vita Andersen

Isak Dinesen · Inger Christensen · Line-Maria Lång · Astrid Saalbach · Simon Fruelund · Knud Simonsen 

Kirsten Thorup · Klaus Rifbjerg · Herman Bang · Henrik Pontoppidan · Josefine Ottesen · Adda Djørup

Kristina Nya Glaffey · Lisbeth Brun · Helle Helle · Peter Høeg · Hans Christian Andersen · Kirsten Brun

Kristian Bang Foss · Maria Grønlykke · Bent Haller · Leonora Christina Skov · Kirsten Holst

Thomas Qvortrup · Søren Jessen · Inge Eriksen · Tove Ditlevsen · Flemming Jarlskov · Louis Jensen

Hans Otto Jørgensen · Naja Marie Aidt · Marina Cecilie Roné · Kim Fupz Aakeson · Dennis Gade Kofod

Jette A. Kaarsbøl · Jesper Lemmich · Frank Esmann · Mette Moestrup ·  Anders Olesen · Tom Kristensen

Ina Merete Schmidt · Niels Rohleder · Hans Scherfig · Astrid Saalbach · Karen Syberg · Villy Sørensen

Martin Andersen Nexø · Kasper C. Nielsen · Morten Ramsland · Vibeke Vasbo · Niels Frank




